EXTREMES MEET

But why should I ? Except for the accident that you'd
just met a woman who attracted you more than I, you
might be sitting on that sofa watching me powder my
face with that comfortable masculine feeling of owner-
ship instead of standing there like an embarrassed curate.
However, I should really be greatly obliged if you'd retire
before Paul Drimys comes back, because he's one of those
perfectly ordinary men who might find it difficult to
imagine that you'd merely made a mistake in the lady you
were calling upon."

" You needn't worry about Driinys," said Waterlow.
cc He's quite well occupied. I shall be seeing him in a
minute. Shall I give him any message ? "

Again that tinkling laugh.

" You might remind him I should like to get home
before too many people are about."

" Oh, you would mind if there were a public scandal? "
he asked.

" Yes, I think I should, rather."

He felt the big envelope crackling inside his breast-
pocket. And he was thinking that if no submarine
appeared, and if von Rangel had by chance already gone,
and if Queenie were at this moment perhaps waiting for
another visit from Arthur in the Pension Bonbon, the
only way to avoid such a public scandal would be for him
to return this envelope to the trussed-up A.D.C,

" And you don't deserve it," he said grimly.

Then turning away from her in disgust, he walked out
of the room and down the steps on to the terrace. Even
in the short time he had been with Georgie the air was
bloomed with grey and the short-lived summer moon
had now no more than a gloss like paper in this twilight
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